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Newsletter

Volume 26, No. 1, Jan 31, 2009
Dear Association Members:

Welcome to 2009 at the cottage. This edition will give you an update of activities on the lake, what is planned for 2009, and reference some issues which impact on our life on Big Gull.
This past season, the Association has maintained membership at 154, the lake has hosted 3 weddings, and the water levels never went down. We did notice a decline in boat traffic, no doubt due to the higher than usual fuel costs. 
Water quality on the lake continues to be within the expected range of clarity and phosphorous levels for a lake in our location and water depth. We have no evidence of new invasive species. 
Your Association successfully hosted the Annual Picnic and the Children’s Fish Derby. Interested cottagers supported the Golf Tournament and the Sailboat Regatta. Geocaching was tried out for first time and we attempted but had to call off our planned Triathalon. 

News from Frontenac Ventures Corporation is that they will be going ahead with Uranium Exploration work this spring in an area east of Crotch Lake. 
We again thank Nancy Kingston along with Nancy Wagner and her family for putting our calendar together. Your 2009 BGLEECA Calendar and the Spring Newsletter will be delivered to your cottage around the middle of June by your area representative. If you do not plan to be up at the cottage in June but would like to receive the spring newsletter, please send me your current email address at KenWGrant@sympatico.ca. 
and an electronic version of the newsletter will be sent to you.
Our 2009 Dues Sheet is attached for your convenience. You will note that the Annual Dues remains at $30 per membership and $10 for Associates. Included in the annual dues is an insurance premium of approximately $6.84 and a FOCA premium of $2.88 per cottage.  I encourage you to make your payments early. Our expenses are almost always incurred at the beginning of the cottage year and it is very helpful to have the money on hand. 

Environmental Report: 

“The Night Sky”: One of my favorite activities upon arrival at the cottage on a summer evening is to go for a night swim. The benefits not only pertain to marking my arrival at the cottage, but always include a back float while I look up at a magnificent sky: stars, constellations, planets, and almost always shooting stars. Unless you live in the country and can see the night sky all the time, this is a very special and increasingly rare treat. 

What is disturbing is that the” night sky”, a very large part of nature, is becoming increasingly rare for most of us to view due to light pollution. While light pollution is predominantly a city and urban phenomena, it also occurs at the cottage. Did you know that the more light you use at night, the worse your night vision. Shoreline glare interferes with boaters’ vision creating a navigational hazard. Similarly, too much light disrupts aquatic life. Shoreline light from boat houses and cottages interrupts the natural feeding and foraging of fish and predators by extending the advantage of vision oriented predators beyond that which nature intended. 
Light at night, particularly during your sleep period also has human health impacts. Light interferes with the natural body production of melatonin which is necessary for effective cognitive functioning. 
What can you and I do? We can reduce and eliminate over-illumination. We can reduce the amount of light by reducing the wattage. Effective night lighting should be directed downward. We can shield, shade and shine light inland away from the water. We should eliminate lights on the shoreline and boat houses which project outwards towards the water. 

For more information on this topic please refer to:
www.starlight-theatre.ca/LT-POLLUTION.HTM
Report from the Mississippi River Water Management Plan Advisory Committee. 

One of my tasks as a member of the Advisory Committee is to connect to the general public regarding any issues concerning water in the Mississippi Watershed.  The watershed supports 11 water dams and 5 power stations. As you know, we had higher than normal water levels throughout last season. While this benefited the five power stations on the Mississippi System, it adversely affected the wild rice harvest by the Ardoch Algonquin First Nations. The traditional rice crop did not germinate.

 For those who like to take a drive during a lazy summer day, I would suggest a visit to the Village of Almonte to see the construction of new penstocks which will give increased capacity to the Mississippi River Power Generating Station. 
Facts on Big Gull Lake: 

	Elevation(mean metres ASL)
	253.4

	Emergency Spillway Elevation (m)
	254.47

	Surface Area (ha)
	2360

	Drainage Area (sq.km.)
	135

	Maximum Depth (m)
	26

	Mean Depth (m)
	4

	Volume (m3)
	9.2x10

	Perimeter (km)
	89

	Total Storage Volume (ha.M)
	3048

	Elevation of Deck of Dam (m)
	254.76

	Weir Elevation 
	253.66

	Hydraulic Capacity (cms) 
	25


If any of you would like to discuss the Mississippi System including water levels, volumes, fish habitat, etc,  please feel free to give me a call at 613-479-0064.
Other: 
I have been informed that the North Frontenac Municipality will continue its program of “septic Re-inspection”.
We will again offer aquatic weed cutting this coming season. Please get in touch with Dave Cox at 470-9944 and or Ken Grant at 479-0064 to book in your cutting times. A fee of $20 per site will be charged to offset operating expenses.
I have been informed by Ducan Hardie, President of the Big Gull Lake West Cottage Association that he has been asked to sit on the Advisory Council for Fishery Management Zone 18 which includes Big Gull Lake.
 Among the issues they are looking at is fishing regulations for panfish which include blue gill and pumpkinseed species.
`If you have questions and or wish to input into fishery issues, please feel free to contact Duncan at dhardie@rogers.com . 
Nancy and Ken Kingston observed a Bald Eagle in December on Big Gull. 

The sole visitors to the 2008 Geocache sites were Gord and Paul Erikson from Jones Lane. 

Information on the Geocache sites for 2009 will be posted in the May newsletter. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2009

Jan 31: Newsletter and Dues Mailing
May 16: Spring Director’s Meeting
June 06: Area Reps Meeting at Ken Grant’s at 1000 hrs.
June 13: Distribution of Spring Newsletter and Calendars

July 08: Golf Tournament

July 25: Family Triathlon
Aug 1/2: Sailboat Races

Aug 08: Fish Derby

Aug 15: Director’s Meeting

Aug 29: North Shore Road Meeting

Sept 05: AGM and Picnic (1030 for meeting and 1200 for picnic)
	2009 Directors

	Position
	Name
	Address
	Phone

	President
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	Vice President
	Nancy Kingston
	1278 Old Farm Lane
	479-2533

	Treasurer
	Larry Glass
	1056B Glass Lane
	479-0384

	Secretary
	Donna Commerford
	1178B Helen Lane
	479-2901

	Environment
	Ken Grant 
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	North Shore Road
	David Cox
	1026A Oak Ridge Point
	479-9944

	Director at Large
	Nancy Gibson 
	1198B Helen Lane
	479-2728


	2009 Area Representatives

	Area
	Rep
	Phone
	Alternate
	Phone

	1
	Eric Williams
	479-2376
	Carole Morin
	479-2497

	2
	Julie Carty
	-2559
	Tom Symes
	-0354

	3
	Virginia Grant
	-0064
	Susan Kiss
	-2210

	4
	Karen Saer
	-2565
	Bryan Howe
	-2833

	5
	Jim Kuhr
	-2440
	Ted Economides
	-2865

	6
	Pam Cox
	-9944
	Carol Sargeant
	-0362

	7
	Chuck Carolan
	-2134
	Steve Palmer
	-2784

	8 
	Ed Dobrowolski
	-2679
	
	

	9 
	Jennifer Jarabek
	-2459
	
	

	10
	John Commerford
	-2847
	Jim Commerford
	-2901

	11
	Gord Erickson
	-0287
	
	

	12
	
	
	Bill Hindson
	-2853

	13
	
	
	
	


BIG GULL LAKE EAST END COTTAGE ASSOCIATION

Dues and  Fees for 2009
	1
	Full membership: Annual dues and Insurance: $30
	

	2
	North Shore Road Maintenance Fees: Areas 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 cottage families who use the North Shore Road: $150
	

	3
	Associate Membership
 (non-cottage owners) : $10
	

	
	Total $ (Canadian)
	


Please make cheque payable in Canadian funds no later than March 31, 2009 to: Big Gull Lake East End Cottage Association and mail to : 

Larry Glass

12 Chestnut Cluster

Doylestown, PA, 

18901-2152 USA
Name(s): _________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________ Province/State:___________PC/ZIP:________

Home Phone: (      ) __________ Cottage Ph: (613) 479-______
Cottage #:____

Your blue civic number (911), and Road Name:________________________________________

If the above information has changed in 2008, please check here:_____

My/our email address: _______________________________________
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