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Newsletter

Volume 27, No2, May 31, 2010
Dear Association Members:

Welcome to 2010 at the cottage. This edition continues our feature called “Reflections” directed at recording some of the early history, stories and anecdotes about cottaging on Big Gull Lake. It also brings you up to date on planned events and reports from your directors. For all book worms, you will find the schedule for Library Services to be of interest. 
Over the winter season several items of relevance to cottagers have occurred. 
●The One Metre Initiative to construct a powerful telescope and a public observatory at Mallory Hill on Buckshot Lake Road continues to be discussed by North Frontenac Council while the proponent Frank Roy looks for funding for the project.
●All cottagers are invited to the “Township of North Frontenac” information meeting to be held on Saturday June 19, 2010 from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon, at the Clar-Mill Hall in Plevna. 
● Update of the Finances for BGLEECA. The balances as of “April 10, 2010” are:
General Fund: 


 $5379
North Shore Road: 

 $9357
Spray Account: 

 $17, 858

Calendar/Welfare Account:  
 $4742
Insurance Fund:  

 $2944
●The plan to bring access to high speed internet in North Frontenac has been revised and will be developed for the Western portion of the township only as it was not found to be economically feasible to cover the entire township. The areas to be served include Cloyne, the area around it, as well as partial coverage in the areas around Ardoch and Fernleigh. As an aside, I have been informed that a number of Coxvale residents are successfully using a Telus Turbo Stick “CDMI” to access high speed internet. 
●If you have not yet paid your 2010 dues, please do so as early as possible. Our expenses are almost always incurred at the beginning of the cottage year and it is very useful to have the money on hand when we need it.
●Please note the accompanying attachments to the newsletter; one for the triathlon, one for our annual fish derby, and your 2010 Cottage Phone Directory.  
●On July 24, 2010 the Clarendon Miller Volunteer Fire Fighters will be hosting its Second Annual Fishing Derby on Big Gull Lake. The first prize for the confirmed tagged pickerel is a 14 ft Princecraft boat with a Princecraft trailer and a 9.9 four stroke Mercury motor, supplied by Smarts Marina, with many additional prizes for largest fish per category and door prizes. There are limited tickets available at a few local merchants, or by contacting members of the Clarendon Miller Fire Department This year the tickets are $25.00 per adult or $12.00 per child under the age of 12. A light lunch will be available at the fire hall during the afternoon. The proceeds will be used to help purchase a Thermal Imaging Camera, for the North Frontenc Fire Departments. You can pre-register by purchasing a ticket early, or register the morning of the Derby at the Clarendon Miller Fire Hall. For further information contact Eric @ 479-2972 


Environmental Report: 

Geocache:   The coordinates for three geocache locations remain as last year. They are all water accessible and each cache contains a pen, a log book and a small prize. Take your GPS and or compass and map and go on a geocache search. It is fun, educational, and you will get to see different parts of the lake. 
Site #1: N44 50.029  W 76 55.457

Site #2: N44 49.816  W 76 55.945

Site #3: N44 50.174   W 76 55.257
Visitors to the geocache sites last year included Jason Taylor, Hindson(s), Nicholas and James White, and Anne-Marie Clermont.

Lakeside Plants:   Those who want to use plants at the shore’s edge to reduce nutrient levels in the lake can use a number of plants with deep roots. Here are several suggestions of ideal plants: 
· Switchgrass 

· Cardinal Flower and Great Blue Lobelia

· Culver’s Root

· Dense Blazing Star

· Little Blue Stem

· Tall Bellflower and Black-eyed Susan

· Harebell

· Tussock Sedge

· Marsh Milkweed

· Bottle Gentian

· Dense Blazing Star

· Blue-eyed Grass

· Early Meadow Rue

Boatsmart. All operators of powered boats are now required to have an Operators Card regardless of age, engine horsepower and size of boat. You can take your Boatsmart! Exam online, with BOATsmart! Canada. Visit www.BoatSmartExam.com  for information about the exam and study material. 
Firesmart: FOCA FireSmart Program wants to hear from you regarding any wildland fires you have experienced at your cottage. Please send your stories to programs@foca.on.ca . Your stories may be used by FOCA or the MNR for educational purposes. All contributions will remain anonymous. 
Site preparation is important in protecting your cottage from wildfire. Clearing the first 10 metres of space around your cottage is a first priority. This space should not have trees, deadfalls or woodpiles. In the second priority area, 10 to 30 metres from your cottage, you need to reduce and manage potential fuel sources so that combustion cannot be supported.  

For more information please refer to the “Home owners FireSmart Manual” available from the Plevna Fire Department. 

Reflections:
The authors for the stories that appear in this section of the newsletter are you and I. One story will be included in each upcoming newsletter. If you have one or more stories to tell and are interested in contributing please submit your story as an email attachment to me at: KenWGrant@sympatico.ca. 
This edition presents a reflection of Jack Commerford’s involvement with Big Gull Lake. 
OUR LOVE AFFAIR WITH BIG GULL LAKE

 
Jack and Marian Commerford’s love affair with Big Gull Lake began fifty years ago when the lake was known as Clarendon Lake. 

 It all started in l959. Jack was serving as a legal officer in Kingston, Ontario and Marian was serving as a loving wife and mother of five children. Jack had joined a fish and game club, named St. Helen’s Rod and Gun Club when the members chose to build their club house on Clarendon Lake. It was 24 feet long and 16 feet wide and contained four army bunk beds, a wood burning stove, a sink and counter top. The lumber was supplied by McLaughlin Lumber of Kingston. It proved to be a perfect get-away for its members.

Since Jack never brought home any fish or game Marian suspected the members must have been doing more drinking than hunting or fishing. She had never been to the lake and she showed little interest in staying overnight at the club house when Jack offered to take her and the children there on a two day mid week trip. After much persuasion she agreed to drive the family up to the lake then she would drive back to Kingston 
by herself and return the next day to bring the family back to Kingston.

On arrival at Mi-Joe Lodge we piled our five children into a large flat bottom boat that had been built by David Cox’s  father and took off up the lake. As we passed the Louis and Doris Albert’s cottage Marian looked around, breathed a sigh and exclaimed “My, isn’t this beautiful! Do you think they would have a cottage for sale up here?” It was love at first sight and she stayed with us at the club house overnight. Marian’s love affair with the lake blossomed when Jack bought St Helens Rod and Gun Club cabin in 1962. Since then the entire family has grown to love Big Gull Lake. We have enjoyed great friends and neighbours like the Liebenaus and Damudes and we have had a great time swimming, boating and water skiing.
Nancy’s Notes (Local News): 

●The Ambient Woods Creative Collective Studio and Gift Shop had its grand opening on Sat. May 22nd. It is located at the former United Church Manse at 7500 Hwy 509 in Plevna. In the future it will be open Thurs., Fri., and Sat., from 10 AM to 4 PM. The Collective is a recently formed group of artisans from the local area. Drop in to see unique works of art created by local talent. They will be holding several craft shows at Clar-Mill Hall during the summer season. While in Plevna, you can also check out Arts, Crafts and More at 7443 Road 506. 

●Golfers and Diners, Canadian Shield Executive Golf Course and Restaurant has re-opened. Call 613-279-4653 for prices, times, menu. 

●The Plevna Public Library has re-opened at the MNR site on Buckshot Lake Road. 

●GARBAGE NEWS: Glass Recycling--jars and bottles only, no dishes or waste glass-- will begin on May 15, 2010 at the following Waste Sites: Ardoch, Plevna, Kashwakamak, 506 and Mississsippi. Rinse the items and remove the lids. 

The E-WASTE DAY is scheduled for August 14th, 2010 from 9AM to 3 PM at the old MNR Building at 6638 Buckshot Lake Road, Plevna. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARD WASTE DEPOTS will re-open on May 18 at: Mississippi Site, Tuesdays 10 AM to 2 PM ;                                                     Plevna Site, Wednesdays 8.30 AM to 12.30 PM ; and
 Road 506 Site, Wednesdays 1.30 PM to 4.30 PM
Dave’s North Shore Road Report: 
All roads seem to have survived the 2009-10 winter season. One small sinkhole was found on # 10 Drive. A large poplar tree fell across Mosquito Lake Parkway. I would like to thank the persons who removed some of the tree to allow traffic to pass. There are a few potholes and branches on our roads as usual. Most of the main roads have been dragged and continuing dragging and new gravel will continue throughout the year. The problems that the beavers have caused, is the fact that Mosquito Lake is too high and starting to flood our road system. The lowering of Mosquito Lake has already started with the help of Doug Murray and will continue throughout the year. I would like to thank the Murray’s and the Byrd’s for their help with the beaver fight at the two large culverts near the end of Marshview Drive. Any problems or suggestions regarding our road system, kindly contact Dave Cox at 613-479-9944 or 1050 Oak Ridge Point Lane. 

A late addition—the widening of Greer Road has commenced on May 18, 2010 and will continue over the next few years. 
Island Naming Contest: 
We have been given permission by the Ministry of Natural Resources to hold an Island Naming contest. The Island in question is currently named “GARBAGE ISLAND” adjacent to areas 5 and 6 off the North shore of Big Gull Lake just West of the light marker. The reason for the contest is to give a more appropriate name to the island. 

Contest rules: All BGLEECA cottage’s have one vote, the recommended names have to be submitted to one of the current director’s of BGLEECA along with a rationale for the name; the deadline for submission is Aug 01, 2010; the directors’ will review the suggested names, and rank order them in terms of frequency ; and the final step will be a review and recommendation by PAST BGLEECA PRESIDENTS. Announcement of the suggested name and rationale(s) will be made at this years AGM; and following this, the MNR and Provincial Georeferencing group will be informed about the process and the recommended name.
 

EVENTS FOR 2010
Jan 31: Newsletter and Dues Mailing

May 15: Spring Director’s Meeting

June 05: Area Reps Meeting at Ken Grant’s at 1000 hrs.


& Distribution of Spring Newsletter and Calendars
July 03: Family Triathlon

July 31/Aug 01: Sailboat Races

Aug 06: Golf Tournament

Aug 07: Fish Derby

Aug 14: Director’s Meeting

Aug 28: North Shore Road Meeting

Sept 04: AGM and Picnic (1030 for meeting and 1200 for picnic)
	2010 Directors

	Position
	Name
	Address
	Phone

	President
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	Vice President
	Nancy Kingston
	1278 Old Farm Lane
	479-2533

	Treasuer
	Larry Glass
	1056B Glass Lane
	479-0384

	Secretary
	Donna Commerford
	1178B Helen Lane
	479-2901

	Environment
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	North Shore Rd
	David Cox
	1050 Oak Ridge Point
	479-9944

	Director at Large
	Nancy Gibson
	1198A Helen Lane
	479-2728


	2009 Area Representatives

	Area
	Rep
	Phone
	Alternate
	Phone

	1
	Eric Williams
	479-2376
	Carole Morin
	479-2497

	2
	Julie Carty
	-2559
	Tom Symes
	-0354

	3
	Virginia Grant
	-0064
	Susan Kiss
	-2210

	4
	Karen Saer
	-2565
	Bryan Howe
	-2833

	5
	Jim Kuhr
	-2440
	Ted Economides
	-2865

	6
	Pam Cox
	-9944
	Carol Sargeant
	-0362

	7
	Chuck Carolan
	-2134
	Steve Palmer
	-2784

	8 
	Ed Dobrowolski
	-2679
	
	

	9 
	Jennifer Jarabek
	-2459
	
	

	10
	John Commerford
	-2847
	Jim Commerford
	-2901

	11
	Gord Erickson
	-0287
	
	

	12
	Debbie Burnie
	-2853
	Bill Hindson
	-2853

	13
	Jay La France
	-2682
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www.kfpl.ca 
information enrichment everyone @ Your Library!

In 1998 the Frontenac County Library and the Kingston Public Library amalgamated to form the seventeen-branch Kingston Frontenac Public Library (KFPL). What you may not know is that if you pay property taxes to any Frontenac County township, you are eligible for a FREE KFPL library card, whether you live here year-round or not. Your KFPL card is your ticket to a vast array of books, movies, CDs, books on cd, downloadable books and magazines for all ages. We have both paperback and hardcover novels, classics and current bestsellers. There are non-fiction titles at each branch, including cookbooks, books on fishing and other outdoor activities, local history, biographies, and how-to titles. In addition, you can request that an item at any KFPL branch be sent to the KFPL branch closest to you for pickup. 

All branches also offer free Internet access, word processing, and printers. In the summer, there are children’s programmes such as the Summer Reading Club, puppet shows, and children’s entertainers. This year we also will be offering a Summer Reading Club for adults and two Summer Book Club with a Difference (at the Arden and Sharbot Lake branches). 

You can obtain your free library card by visiting any KFPL branch with ID that shows your name and current address. If you are a seasonal resident, please also bring your current Frontenac township property tax receipt. Children under 16 can get a card when a parent or legal guardian shows ID. 

Owners of property on Big Gull Lake are closest to the branches in Cloyne, Plevna, Arden and Mountain Grove but are welcome at any KFPL branch. 

The Arden branch is attached to the Arden Community Centre, 5998 Arden Road, Phone 335-2570. The Hours are:

Tuesdays 2 p.m. – 6 p.m.

Thursdays 5 p.m.  – 8 p.m.

Saturdays 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

The Mountain Grove branch is at 1455 Mountain Grove Road (in the old school). Phone 335-5360. The hours are: 

Tuesdays 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.  – 7:30

Fridays 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Saturdays 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

The Cloyne Branch is at 1011 Little Pond Rd. Phone 336-8744. The hours are:


Tuesdays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.


Wednesdays 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.


Fridays noon – 4 p.m.


Saturdays 9 a.m. – noon.

If what you want to read, watch, or listen to isn’t at your local branch, you can request it be delivered there. In addition, we offer free Internet access and word processing, and children’s programmes such as the Summer Reading Club. We are also pleased to tell you that the Barefoot Players will be performing at Mountain Grove on July 13, 2:30 p.m. This is a free, drop in event for all ages. There truly is something for you @ KFPL, and we look forward to seeing you soon!

Check our website www.kfpl.ca for more details about what your library has to offer!

Pam Harris

Branch Librarian, Rural Branches and Services

Kingston Frontenac Public Library

130 Johnson St.Kingston, ON K7L 1X8

613 549-8888, x 1500
pharris@kfpl.ca
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